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Practically Perfect 

www.stockport-academy.org | Twitter : @sptacademy | Instagram: @StockportAcademy 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

ur school production 

of Mary Poppins 

brought the house 

down, with the 

students performing in front 

of over 1,000 people during 

the run of four shows, over 

three days! 

Based on one of the most 

popular Disney movies of all 

time, Mary Poppins tells the 

tale of a magical nanny who 

arrives at the home of a 

family who need to learn to 

value each other again. 

The production featured 

countless catchy tunes, 

including ‘A Spoonful Of 

Sugar’, ‘Feed The Birds’, ‘Let’s 

Go Fly A Kite’, and of course 

‘Supercalifragilisticexpialidoci

ous’. 

As well as two evening 

shows, local primary schools 

were invited to watch two 

matinee performances, with 

Alexandra Park, Cheadle 

Heath, Cale Green, St 

Matthews, Lark Hill, Bridge 

Hall, Meadowbank and 

Vernon Park primaries 

bringing along their Year 5 

and 6 classes to enjoy an 

afternoon of musical theatre. 

The production itself was of 

the highest standard, with 

amazing set designs, 

costumes, singing and 

dancing. The cast and crew 

were deservedly recognised 

with a standing ovation after 

their shows. 

Head of Performing Arts Mrs 

Campbell said: “I am so proud 

of our students who have 

put the effort in tirelessly to 

create another fantastic 

Stockport Academy 

production. 

“I would like to thank 

everyone involved in the 

show, from our Art 

department who have spent 

countless lunchtimes building 

the props and our Facilities 

department for building the 

stunning set, to the many, 

many staff who have worked 

behind the scenes during 

rehearsals. 

“We thoroughly enjoyed 

performing Mary Poppins, 

and plans are already 

underway for our next 

show… so watch this space!” 

O 
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Mr Frank McCarron, 

Executive Principal 

 

Principals’ Message 
As we race towards 2020 

we would like to reflect on 

many special moments over 

this year; we have had 

innumerable reasons to be 

proud of Stockport 

Academy, its staff and 

students.   

 

Yet again, Stockport 

Academy is oversubscribed, 

and we have the highest 

number of students 

planning to join us in 

September 2020 - making 

this the school of choice in 

the local community.  

  

2019 has been the year 

where we were shortlisted 

for three Secondary School 

of the Year awards; 

Manchester Evening News, 

National TES Awards and 

were named Silver winners 

for the National Teaching 

Awards in this category. 

This is a reflection of the 

relentless pursuit of 

excellence, highest 

standards and aspirations at 

the academy for all of our 

students.  

 

This year we have also been 

proud to have been 

awarded  the BIG Anti-

Bullying Award for the 

fourth year in a row (the 

only school in Stockport to 

achieve this), a national 

Shine Rising Star Award for 

our incredible student 

newsletter, the Wellbeing 

Award For Schools, and 

Show Racism The Red Card 

Award. 

  

We are excited in relation to 
our plans to drive further 
towards Outstanding school 
status in 2020.  We are not 
a school to stand still. We 
continually strive to be the 
best and continue every day 
to develop further both 
inside and outside the 
classroom. 

  

I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank our 

outstanding staff and 

governors who are 

relentless in their focus to 

ensure that students at 

Stockport Academy have 

access to the best teaching 

and the widest possible 

access to opportunities.   

  

Thank you to our students 

who never fail to impress 

any visitor to our wonderful 

school. Thank you to our 

families who work together 

with us to ensure that all of 

our students fulfil their 

potential. Finally, thank you 

to members of our local 

community who work with 

us on a daily basis to 

provide opportunities and 

inspiration for our 

students.   

  

We hope all of our parents, 
students, staff, governors 
and extended members of 
our community enjoy a 
restful and peaceful 
Christmas. We wish you all 
our very best for 2020. 

Mrs Janine McCann,  

Principal 
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On Cloud 9 
Stockport Academy students have been celebrating after 

collecting their GCSE results. 

The atmosphere was buzzing as our outgoing Year 

11s came to pick up their grades after a long wait over 

the Summer to see how well they’d done. 

Students who achieved the top ‘9’ grade were 

presented with a celebratory balloon to mark their 

fantastic achievement, while staff were on hand to offer 

their congratulations and advice. 

Among the success stories on the day was Lydia, who 

achieved an amazing FOUR 9s in English Literature, 

Biology, Maths and Geography, in addition to four 8s 

and two 7s. 

Meanwhile, Iwan’s hard work and dedication paid off 

with a 9 in Biology and 8s in Geography, Physics, 

English Literature and Maths – achieving an average 

of two grades better than his expected results in each 

subject. 

There was also good news for Jack, who celebrated 

his 16th birthday the day before results day and 

received a 9 in History as a late birthday present today. 

Principal Mrs McCann said: “Congratulations to all our 

students celebrating today, who can be proud of some 

strong individual results. These outcomes are the 

culmination of years of effort, enthusiasm and 

dedication and will now lay the foundations for further 

study. 

“We wish all our Year 11s the very best of luck as they 

take up places at Sixth Form, in training and 

employment and look forward to following their 

progress over the years to come.” 

Student newsletter writer 

Kaitlynn reports on how we 

celebrated this year's 

World Mental Health 

Awareness Day… 

October 10th was World 

Mental Health Day, and 

our school celebrated it 

by having a non-school 

uniform day! Much to 

everyone’s delight, we 

had to come in with one yellow item of clothing.   

But, non-uniform wasn’t the only great benefit of this 

important day – we also received a form task. We 

were given a hand, and on every finger we had to 

write who you could speak to if you were down - 

people like friends, family and teachers.   

Not only that, but at break times free packets of 

sweets were given out, along with a small slip of 

paper, advertising the after-school drop-ins.  

The whole point of the day was to let everyone know 

that it’s ok not to be ok. In fact, one out of four people 

struggle with mental health issues, so you are never 

alone. Always speak out about it to people you trust, 

such as teachers, friends and family.  

If you are struggling or worried about anything, the 

school nurse (Ms H Flinn) is available on Monday 

and Wednesday lunchtime and a super helpful 

display board is located in the atrium next to the 

dance studio! 

Mental Health Awareness Day 



 

P A G E  4  

Reindeer Bring Christmas Cheer 
Our annual indoor Christmas Market was 

the biggest and best yet this year 

– with an appearance from some 

very special four-legged guests! 

For the first time ever, two of 

Santa’s reindeer visited our 

school. Dasher and Cupid spent 

the day meeting and greeting 

guests in the Sports Hall 

alongside our humongous 

chocolate tombola, which featured over 

900 prizes up for grabs! 

Elsewhere, Santa’s grotto welcomed 

hundreds of visitors as the big man himself 

pulled up in his sleigh, while the Stockport 

Academy Choir and Steel Band 

entertained visitors throughout the day with 

some festive performances. 

We hosted over 50 stalls, which were 

selling everything from Christmas wreaths 

and wood carvings to baubles and gifts. 

Even the Grinch was spotted browsing the 

atrium and posing for photos! 

Our refectory was transformed into a 

festive food court - selling bratwurst and 

hot chocolate – with guests treating 

themselves to a bite to eat as children 

bounded around a Christmas-themed 

bouncy castle. 

Mr Prince, who 

organised the 

Christmas 

Market, said: “It 

was brilliant to 

see so many 

people turn out 

to come and see 

our market and it 

is a real highlight 

of the Stockport 

Academy 

calendar.” 

“We had an 

absolutely amazing day and I would like to 

thank all of our staff and students who 

gave up a portion of their weekend to bring 

a little bit of Christmas magic to Cheadle 

Heath.” 

Festive Show Celebrates And Reflects 
The annual Stockport Academy Christmas 

Show did a great job of getting everyone 

into the festive spirit with a sell-out 

performance in our main hall. 

The theme of the production, which 

featured students in all year groups, was 

‘Never Alone’, which touched on the 

subject of those who could be left 

vulnerable at Christmas time. 

Head of Performing Arts Mrs Campbell 

said: “We have had a brilliant evening 

celebrating with our students, staff, 

families and governors and I would like to 

thank everyone for supporting our show. 

“It is always a highlight to see our 

community come together for events like 

this, and we would like to wish everyone a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year.” 
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Our Year 10 students learned first-hand about 
Spanish life, history and geography during an action-
packed visit to Barcelona in October. 
 

After an incredibly early start (meeting at 

Manchester Airport at 3.30am!), the group touched 

down in Barcelona and enjoyed a spot of lunch 

before embarking on a tour of the old town area, 

including the gothic quarter and Las Ramblas. After a 

long, busy day, students enjoyed tapas and a 

flamenco show in the evening – with several of the 

group feeling confident enough to join in! 

On their second day, they visited FC Barcelona’s 

football stadium - Camp Nou – and the 

beautiful Park Güell before having some food by the 

beach. In the afternoon, they visited La Sagrada 

Familia – a breathtaking unfinished Roman Catholic 

basilica. They then moved out of Barcelona to the 

coastal town of Roses near the French border, where 

they stayed the night. 

During day three, the group travelled to Olot – the 

capital city of the Garrotxa region, which is known 

for its natural landscape and four volcanoes 

scattered around the city centre. Students and staff 

learned about how volcanoes are formed and 

climbed the extinct volcano, ‘Volcà del Montsacopa’ 

– even venturing inside its crater! There are 42 

volcanoes in total around the Garrotxa region, and 

the group learned about the geography of the area 

and much more at a volcano museum, before 

spending their final evening at a nearby beach. 

Head of MFL Ms Hindley said: “We had an amazing 

time in Barcelona and the surrounding region, and it 

was superb to expand our knowledge on the unique 

geography of the area as well as indulge in local 

culture and history. 

“The students behaved exceptionally throughout 
and were keen to throw themselves into getting as 
much out of the experience as possible – we all 
learned so much during the visit and it was 
wonderful to see so much over the three days!” 

Volcano Trip Fires The Imagination 
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Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! 
Our annual school production of Mary Poppins brought the house down in October, with the audiences 

from two sellout evening shows and two primary matinees loving every minute of it! 
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A Work Of Art 
Over 150 stunning pieces of artwork went on show 

for visitors to our annual GCSE Art Showcase evening 

in November. 

A total of 58 former students’ portfolios were 

displayed as our atrium was transformed into an art 

gallery for the evening, with the artists and their 

families invited to attend the exclusive event.  The 

work of students from two of our sister schools 

within the United Learning Greater Manchester 

Cluster – William Hulme’s Grammar School and 

Manchester Academy – were also on display. 

Visitors had the opportunity to admire a wide range 

of artwork, from paintings and drawings to 3D pieces 

and sculptures. The department achieved a record 

number of Grade 9s when students collected their 

results in August. 

Ms Stirling, head of Art and Design Technology, said: 

“We had a fantastic evening and it was a wonderful 

experience to welcome proud parents and teachers 

to appreciate the hard work and dedication that 

went into an exceptional collection of artwork. 

“Our showcase was the finest example of what can 

be achieved through dedication and a passion for 

Art, and we can’t wait to see what our current Year 

11 produce in their final year at Stockport Academy – 

we have high expectations for what is a very talented 

group of students.” 

 

 

 

Worldwise Weekender 
A group of our talented Year 10 

Geographers spent a weekend in 

September in Shropshire; exploring the 

area and competing in the annual 

WorldWise Geography Quiz. 

Hosted by the Geographical 

Association, students stayed at the 

Preston Montford Field Studies Centre 

– the aim of the weekend was to be 

able to create a presentation that 

answered the question ‘What makes 

this place special?’. 

They undertook a series of challenges 

to help them better understand the 

region, including making a map of 

Shropshire using Lego, string, straws 

and a quadrant! 

On the Saturday, the group explored 

the local countryside with a visit to 

Cardingmill Valley, where they 

conducted rivers fieldwork such as 

measuring the velocity of the river and 

the height of the highest waterfall in 

Shropshire using a clinometer. They 

also had the chance to study the 

features of the nearby town of 

Shrewsbury. 

Geography Teacher Mrs Finley said: 

“We had a brilliant weekend and I am 

so proud of our students for the 

exemplary behaviour and enthusiasm 

they displayed throughout the visit. 

“It was a great to conduct fieldwork in 

such beautiful surroundings, and a 

really valuable experience for our Year 

10s to be able to put their classroom 

learning into a practical setting.” 
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Lest We Forget 
Students, staff, governors and members of the 

community came together to pay their respects at our 

Poppy Drop on Armistice Day. 

The whole school gathered in the Atrium for the 

annual service, which started with an introduction and 

welcome by Executive Principal Mr McCarron, before 

Reverend Mike Newman read the Act of 

Remembrance. 

Former student Shaun Brady returned for his fourth 

year to play the last post on his saxophone, which 

signalled the start of an impeccably-observed two-

minute silence – with everyone pausing to reflect on 

the huge sacrifice made by those who have served our 

country in the Armed Forces over the years. 

Head Boy Sam then dropped the first poppy, which 

was the signal for everyone else to follow suit. Each 

poppy displayed a message of thanks handwritten by 

students. 

Year 9 student Belle sang a beautiful rendition of the 

national anthem, before guest speaker Ray Withnall - 

treasurer of Stockport Normandy Veterans And 

Friends – shared his memories of travelling back to 

Normandy with his father who served in the Second 

World War and what it meant to him. 

Mr McCarron said: “Our Poppy Drop is always such a 

humbling service to be part of and we were honoured 

to be joined this year by members of the Stockport 

Normandy Veterans And Friends, the North Reddish 

Royal Naval Association and members of the wider 

community. We are all incredibly proud of the level of 

respect shown by all students at today’s service.” 

Amazing Maisie! 
Our Peer Mentors recently visited the home of a 

WW2 Veteran to show their support. Student 

Newsletter reporter Viki tells us more… 

Maisie, a wonderful 

independent woman who was 

recently burgled, reported 

feeling unsafe in her own home 

- so much so that she 

felt compelled to leave her 

home that she planned and 

built from the ground up.  

 

We left in the morning to 

her home in hopes to brighten 

her day, someone to listen to - 

and even brought Victoria 

Sponge and biscuits. 

Maisie first started by talking about the incident that 

worried her - the burglary itself. Luckily, Maisie came 

out unscathed, but it was the mental scar that took a 

toll on her. Maisie no longer felt secure in her own 

home. 

 

For the first time in over fifty years, Maisie decided to 

move house, and would be moving no sooner than 

Christmas into a flat nearby. However, she still 

managed to look on the bright side, her new flat 

would be closer to bus stops for easy transport!  

Though she didn’t go into depth, she was a Veteran 

in World War II and we commend her for her service. 

To our dismay, it was time to leave. We offered help, 

specifically to wash dishes, but yet again, Maisie 

declined, telling us she could wash up herself! And 

so, we set off with a wave and a goodbye. 

 

I hope to see her again someday, when she settles 

into her new flat I would be happy to sit down and 

chat again for hours. Maisie is such a fascinating 

woman! 
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We have had loads of activities going on with our local primaries over the last term, including 

regular taster lessons, sports competitions, our Mary Poppins matinee and much, much more! 

If you spot your child in the photos below, email chris.prince@stockport-academy.org to win a 

prize! 

Photo Competition - Autumn Term 

Record Breaking Open Evening 
This term we received our largest ever number of first 

choice applications for our 2020 Year 7 cohort, 

following our busiest ever Open Evening. 

We welcomed a record number of visitors for the fifth 

year in a row, as they were greeted by stunning 

performances from our choir and dance group, dazzled 

by some amazing Science displays and wowed by our 

student tour guides who showed them around every 

single department and how Stockport Academy could 

offer their child an education with character from Year 

7 onwards. 

Visitors had the chance to hear from Principal           

Mrs McCann in the Main Hall, who spoke about life at 

Stockport Academy and some of our wonderful 

achievements over the past year, including our 

nomination for THREE Secondary School of the Year 

awards in 2019. 

Mrs McCann said: “The whole building was buzzing 

with a wide variety of activities demonstrating the 

range of opportunities and experiences on offer here. 

“It is so exciting to think that this could be the first step 

of a five-year journey with us, and we are delighted to 

have welcomed so many people through our doors for 

Open Evening.” 
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Our Year 11 Art students spent a weekend 

working away with professional artists to 

create some masterpieces for the GCSE 

coursework. 

The group travelled to 

Conway in North Wales to 

draw upon the experience of 

a number of specialised 

workshops all based around 

the theme of bestiary – a 

medieval compendium of 

beasts. 

Working alongside different 

schools, our students split 

into smaller groups before 

being paired up with an artist 

for the weekend, who then 

shared their own techniques 

to create an interpretation of 

the theme. 

Students spent two full days 

– including a 12-hour stint on Saturday – 

working on their pieces, which ranged from 

mandrakes made from modrock and 

Medieval bees created using wire 

sculpturing to Medieval paintings layered 

with paper relief, traditional scrolls with 

embossed metal, and fashion-themed 

artwork inspired by images of dragons. 

In between their work, the groups enjoyed 

entertainment in the form of a disco, bingo 

and campfire songs. 

On the final day, everybody exhibited their 

work to show off what they had created 

over the weekend. 

Head of Art and Design Technology Ms 

Stirling said: “I have been so impressed 

with everyone who came to Conway, and 

the artwork they have created is the best 

we have seen. 

“The students themselves demonstrated 

resilience, determination and a positive 

attitude throughout the weekend and this 

shines through with the excellent standard 

of coursework they have produced.” 

Brushing Up On Art Skills 

 

 

 

Student Elections 
Student newsletter contributor Bethany reports 
on the recent Student Council elections… 

 This year, we have taken a new approach on 

deciding who would serve on the new student 

council. 

The hustings (answering a series of questions 

live or by film) took place every day during the 

week before the elections, giving the students a 

chance to present themselves and why they 

should be elected. 

In September, students were given all day to 

cast their votes and elect the leader, vice-

captain and the board for the council in each 

year group. The winners were announced in 

form time the next day – well done everyone! 

Mrs Milnes said: “In our society, many things 
are voted for democratically. It is important that 
students know the voting process, and I have 
loved bringing that concept into our school.” 
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A Term In Tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 



What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours during term time. 
 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 8 
linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Year 9 and 10 
sarah.shaw@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4252 
Year 11  
danielle.james@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4293 
  
 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

english@stockport-academy.org 
maths@stockport-academy.org 
science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Geography, History, RE) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Art) 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Business Studies, Computing and ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Drama, Dance, Music) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email:  enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Instagram: @StockportAcademy 

Diary Dates And Contact Details 
         Spring Term 2020 

16th Jan: Y9 Pathways Info Evening 

23rd Jan: Y9 Parents Evening 

6th Feb: Y7 Parents Evening 

12th Feb: Y7 Kingswood Residential 

10th Mar: SMSC Day 

12th Mar: Y10 Parents Evening 

26th Mar: Y8 Parents Evening 

Term dates for Spring 2020 

Monday 6th January to Friday 14th February 

All Students In 

 

Monday 20th January 

Inset - closed for all students 

 

Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 

Half Term 

 

Monday 24th February to Friday 3rd April 

All Students In 

(early closure on last day of term) 

Follow us on Twitter @sptacademy,  
Instagram @stockportacademy and visit  

www.stockport-academy.org to keep up to date. 


